The Horsemen’s
Newsletter
July 2008

Penn National
pursues slots site
in Cecil County
P

enn National Gaming Inc.’s move to
secure a potential slots site in Cecil
County is good news for Maryland
horsemen.
That’s because the Purse Account
will receive a portion of the revenue
from each site, under the terms of the
slots program created by the state legislature and set for approval by voters in
the statewide referendum in November.
And Penn National Gaming has a proven
track record with slots facilities, including those currently operating successfully at Penn National and Charles Town
race tracks.
“Plus, it’s obviously to our advantage
if Penn National Gaming is on our side
rather than competing against us,” said
MTHA President Richard Hoffberger.
Penn National Gaming reportedly has
secured an option to buy a 36-acre prop-

MTHA Election proceeding on
schedule: Ballots due August 4
Ballots for the MTHA’s 2008 election for the Board of Directors have been
mailed to all MTHA members.
In order for a ballot to be counted, it must be returned to the MTHA office no later than August 4.
Votes will be counted within one week, and results will be announced no later
than August 12.
Following is the list of candidates, in the order in which they appear on the ballot. The order was drawn the same way post positions are drawn for a race.

Owners
1. Richard J. Meyer
2. Arnold A. Heft
3. James M. Boyce
4. C. Robert Haynes
5. Howard M. Bender
6. William T. Fitzgibbons, Sr.
7. H. Neil Glasser
8. Richard J. Hoffberger
9. Wayne A. Harrison
10. Christine E. Bricker
11. Lucy C. Kessler
12. Theodore R. Montuori
13. Phillip L. Capuano
14. Russell C. Schalk, Jr.

See Penn National, page 2

For Maryland,
For Our Future
Web site
For Maryland, For Our Future—the
ballot committee that is spearheading
efforts to secure passage of the November slots referendum—posts news and
information on its Web site at http:
//www.formaryland.org.
Horsemen are urged to visit this
Web site and download its Fact Sheet.
Then tell everyone you know exactly
why it’s vital to vote FOR slots.
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Trainers
15. Katharine M. Voss
16. Philip B. Schoenthal
17. Christopher W. Grove
18. Linda S. Gaudet
19. Carlos A. Garcia
20. Talbot J. Albert, IV
21. Valora A. Testerman
22. Timothy L. Keefe
23. W. Robert Bailes
24. John V. Alecci
25. Lawrence E. Murray
26. Dale Capuano
27. John J. Robb

New Racing Commission members
uly 1 marked a
changeover in the
Maryland
Racing
Commission.
Terms of two
new members officially began—Mary
Louise Preis and
Charles G. (Chuck)
Tildon, III.
Gregory H. Barn- Mary Louise Preis
hill and David Bramble left the Commission, as they were not reappointed
upon the expiration of their terms.
Ms. Preis is an executive with Citigroup, serving as vice-president for
community relations in the BaltimoreWashington region.

J

An attorney, she
was twice elected to
the Maryland House
of Delegates, representing Harford County from 1991 to 1998.
During that time she
chaired the Judiciary
Committee’s subcomChuck Tildon mittee on gaming.
Mr. Tildon is vicepresident of marketing and communications for United Way of Central Maryland. A former executive with the advertising firms Richardson, Myers and
Donofrio and MGH Advertising, he also

See Commission, page 2

Rosecroft halts Thoughts and comment, from page 4
live racing
Rosecroft Raceway is no longer conducting live racing.
The Maryland Racing Commission
has declared Rosecroft—located in the
Washington, D.C., suburbs and the larger of Maryland’s two harness racing facilities—to be in an emergency situation.
At its July 15 meeting, the Commission approved Rosecroft’s request to discontinue live racing (with the exception
of several cards of sire stakes and fund
races) for as long as two years, while
continuing to offer simulcasting.
Rosecroft will continue to pay the
Thoroughbred industry $5.9 million a
year for the right to simulcast in-state
and out-of-state Thoroughbred races, under the terms of the 15-year agreement
signed in April 2006.
By eliminating the expenses involved
in live racing, and saving an additional
$1 million through salary cuts and layoffs, Rosecroft expects to operate in the
black by the end of this year.
Meanwhile, the state legislature has
established a task force to study the feasibility of Thoroughbred racing at Rosecroft.

Committee bulletins
Bowie
Backstretch chairman Phil Capuano
reported:
• The maintenance crew has been
making good efforts to ensure that the
track is in the best possible condition.
• Barns are in need of routine maintenance, in particular rain gutters and
doorways.

Penn National,
from page 1
erty in Perryville, adjacent to 1-95.
The company’s chief executive, Peter
Carlino, has said that Penn National
Gaming will throw its considerable financial clout behind the slots campaign.
He stated that Penn National Gaming intends “to support Maryland’s November
slot machine referendum both financially and by educating voters on the potential economic benefits of new development in the state.”
Penn National’s chosen site would be
part of a proposed 150-acre tourism
complex under development by Stewart
Associates, a major property owner in
Cecil County.

horses and the most sophisticated testing is necessary to protect them from
those who are always seeking an advantage.
•. The Racing Medication and Testing
Consortium should continue to be the
vehicle for establishing uniform drug
rules and penalties. They represent a
broad cross section of the industry and
are gradually developing support and
consensus within the industry. They
have already made significant progress
in their mission.
Their expertise is vital and it would
be a mistake for Congress to try to substitute something else. Congress can
hold the big stick to encourage the different states to adopt the regulations.
• The industry has long recognized
the distinction between therapeutic
medication and illegal drugs.
In the process of your deliberations,
the Committee must differentiate between the two. There is unanimity in
the industry that users of illegal drugs
should be banned, but a slight trace of a
therapeutic medication should not cost
a trainer his livelihood.
• I strongly disagree with the people
who testified about banning Lasix. Before the endoscope for horses was invented, a horse was known to have bled
if blood came out of his nose after a
race. It was a fairly common occurrence
and would usually be clearly seen by all,
including the fans. With the endoscope,
we discovered that the vast majority of
horses do bleed. The majority swallow
the blood so you don’t know it unless
you scope them. With the use of Lasix,
you rarely ever see a horse bleeding
from the nose on the track after a race.
This is both a humane issue and an
economic issue. Each bleeding event
causes cumulative damage to the lungs.
The more you can eliminate or minimize bleeding, the safer for the horse,
and the longer their career will be.
—Lasix does not always prevent

bleeding but [it] absolutely delays the
onset and lessens the severity.
—I do not believe that horses run
faster because of Lasix. They run faster
if they don’t bleed.
—The regulations governing the administration of Lasix are designed to
minimize any masking effect it might
have. The dilution effect is only in urine
and blood tests are taken on all tested
horses.
—Since disease and environmental
issues probably have more to do with
bleeding than genetics, banning it for
the good of the breed would be a disservice to the horses.
• As far as breeding and genetics are
concerned, graded black type is the engine that drives sales prices and stud
fees. A two-tiered system could be implemented for drug regulations that distinguish between graded stakes races
and all others.
Setting a higher standard for all graded stakes would accomplish what the
purists want and ensure that we are not
breeding “chemically engineered” horses, while allowing tolerance levels for
therapeutic medications, according to
the American Association of Equine
Practitioners recommendations, for the
rest of the population.
• The statistics relative to average
number of starts per horse are being taken as proof positive that the breed is
more fragile. That may or may not be
true, but it has to be taken into account
that training patterns, styles, techniques, etc. have changed significantly.
The business is so competitive that
trainer percentages are a very significant
factor in determining to whom owners
send their horses.
Percentage-conscious trainers train
their horses much harder to peak when
they run and are very selective about
what races they run in. I think that is a
more significant factor in fewer starts
per horse.

Racing Commission, from page 1
held a high-level marketing role with
McDonald’s Corporation.
Both of the new Commission members said their initial goal is to gain a better understanding of the issues that confront the industry.
Mr. Tildon said he has a “vested interest in the success of horse racing, and in
particular Pimlico.”

Ms. Preis noted her previous involvement within legislature, when she represented a district that is a center of
Thoroughbred breeding.
Continuing to serve on the Commission are John Franzone (Chairman),
David Clogg, Frank Favazza, Bill Gerweck, John McDaniel, Jacqui Nigh and
Lou Ulman.

Bowie horsemen bid farewell
to Poppa Green

Final tour of the grounds: Lacey Gaudet led Nathaniel
“Poppa” Green’s funeral procession past the Bowie track.

IN MEMORIAM
George J. Ramming, who owned
race horses in his home state of Maryland and made his career as an official at
numerous tracks throughout the East
and Midwest, including Maryland, died
on June 28 at the age of 82.
Shelly Evans, 57, a lifelong race track
employee who worked at Bowie for the
late Norman “Bootie” Johnson and Leslie
Glazier, died on June 13.
William C. (Bill) Magness, former
manager of Duck and Glennie Martin’s
Worthington Farms in Glyndon and the
Pons family’s Country Life Farm in Bel
Air, died on July 13. He was 74.
The MTHA extends deepest condolences to the Capuano family upon the
death of Anthony (Tony) Capuano. The
brother and uncle, respectively, of
MTHA directors Phil and Dale Capuano, Tony Capuano owned horses in
partnership with Phil Capuano more
than 30 years ago. In recent years, Mr.
Capuano, who died on July 1 at the age
of 76, had made his home in Millsboro,
Del.
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Nathaniel L. “Poppa” Green, who devoted much of his life to
the care and maintenance of Bowie’s backstretch, died on June 29
following a brief illness. He was 49.
Mr. Green, also known as Nate, grew up in a house next to the
track kitchen at Bowie, where his father was a longtime maintenance worker. He joined the track’s maintenance crew at a young
age and rose to become the backstretch superintendent.
“Nate was an exceptionally hard worker who put in 12 and 14hour days,” said the MTHA’s Bowie backstretch co-chairman Linda
Gaudet. “He loved Bowie and always wanted to do everything he
could to keep things running smoothly. He never turned anybody
down for anything. He will be sorely missed.”

Recreation report
From Dan Mangum,
MTHA Recreation Director
(410) 437-4405

Backstretch Appreciation
Day
The MTHA will sponsor a Backstretch Appreciation Day cookout at
Laurel Park on Sunday, September 28
from 1 p.m. to 4 p.m. in the area next to
the white house near the racing office
and paddock.
The menu will include pit beef and
ham, barbecued chicken, salads and
more. There will be door prizes and DJ
music by Absolute Sound. Soda will be
served.
All backstretch employees are invited
to participate, compliments of the MTHA.

Scholarships available for
backstretch workers enrolled in college
re you enrolled in college or graduate school this fall—and also employed in the
care of Thoroughbreds in Maryland, either on the backstretch, at a training center
or veterinary clinic?
If so, you may be eligible for financial aid through the Maryland Thoroughbred
Scholarship Fund.
More than $25,000 will be available this year through the program, which is supported by various industry groups and individuals, including the MTHA and Maryland
Horsemen’s Assistance Fund.
The program is sponsored by the Maryland Racing Media Association (MRMA).
MRMA selects the recipients, so as to avoid any potential conflict of interest.
For more information visit the MTHA Web site at www.mdhorsemen.com or call
Vinnie Perrone at (301) 890-8776.
Anyone wishing to donate to this worthwhile cause is urged to call David Richardson at (410) 984-2770.
Applications must be received by September 5.

A

Maryland
Thoroughbred
Scholarship Fund
In awarding scholarships, special
consideration is given to:
• Grade point average
• Number of college/university credits
earned
• Pursuit of undergraduate or graduate
degree in animal sciences or other racing-related program
• Continuity of service in employment
• Employer’s letter of recommendation
MRMA does not pre-determine the
number of scholarships to be awarded.

Softball
Softball continues on Tuesday nights
at Laurel beginning at 6 p.m.

Bowling
The MTHA will sponsor a bowling
tournament on Monday, September 15
beginning at 11 a.m. at the Laurel Fairlanes. Call Dan at (410) 802-5798 or sign
up in the track kitchens.
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Donations
The following generous people recently donated clothing, reading material and/or other items for distribution on
the backstretch: J.D. Brown, Russell
Clark, Clint Cosner, Gene Gilhooly,
Sylvia and Arnold Heft, Karen Przbyla
and Jerry Trone.

Horsemen’s calendar
RACING
Laurel. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Aug. 8-21;
Fall dates to be determined
Timonium . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Aug. 22-Sept. 1

Maryland Million Day
Oct. 4, Laurel Park
FASIG-TIPTON MIDLANTIC AUCTIONS
AT TIMONIUM
(410) 392-5555
Eastern Fall Yearlings. . . . . Sept. 29-Oct. 1
December Mixed. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Dec. 7, 8
(Entries close Sept. 21)

OUT-OF-STATE AUCTIONS
Fasig-Tipton Saratoga Selected
Yearlings, Saratoga Springs, N.Y.
(516) 328-1800. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Aug. 4, 5
Fasig-Tipton New York
Preferred Yearlings, Saratoga Springs, N.Y.
(516) 328-1800. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Aug. 9, 10
Fasig-Tipton New York
Open Yearlings, Saratoga Springs, N.Y.
(516) 328-1800. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Aug. 12

Ocala Breeders’ Sales Company
Selected/Open Yearlings,
Ocala, Fla. (352) 237-2154. . . . . . . Aug. 18-22
Keeneland September Yearlings,
Lexington, Ky. (800) 456-3412. . . . Sept. 8-21
Charles Town Thoroughbred Horse
Sales Fall Mixed,
Jefferson County Fairgrounds, Charles
Town, W.Va. (304) 725-8026. . . . . . . Sept. 22
Ocala Breeders’ Sales Company
Fall Mixed,
Ocala, Fla. (352) 237-2154. . . . . . . . Oct. 6-10
New York Breeders’ Sales Company
Fall Mixed, Saratoga Springs, N.Y.
(518) 587-1555. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Oct. 12
Fasig-Tipton Kentucky Fall
Yearlings,
Lexington, Ky. (859) 255-1555. . . . Oct. 20-22
Fasig-Tipton Kentucky Selected
Fall Mixed,
Lexington, Ky. (859) 255-1555 . . . . . . . Nov. 2
Keeneland November Breeding Stock,
Lexington, Ky. (800) 456-3412. . . . Nov. 2-15
Fasig-Tipton Kentucky
Adena Springs Mixed,
Lexington, Ky. (859) 255-1555. . . . . . . Nov. 6

Thoughts and comment
A
fter the U.S. House of Representatives Subcommittee on Commerce,
Trade and Consumer Protection conducted its June 19 hearing on racingrelated issues, Maryland-based owner/
trainer/breeder Katharine M. Voss, a
director of the MTHA, wrote a letter to
the subcommittee leadership, responding to specific points that were raised
in the hearing.
Following is an excerpt from Ms.
Voss’s letter. The full text appears on
the MTHA Web site at www.mdhorse
men.com (in the news section).
• [Trainer] Jack Van Berg was absolutely right when he said that [drug-]
testing facilities must be the first order

of business.
Most states do not have the resources
to properly equip state of the art testing
facilities, an absolute necessity if illegal
drugs are to be eliminated. They should
pool their resources to develop three or
four regional, state of the art labs with
uniform testing protocols that the tracks
in each region use.
The horse business is like any other
industry where a lot of money is involved (investment banking, mortgage
lending, etc.) that attracts an element of
greed. The majority of participants are
honest people who care about their

See Thoughts, page 2
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