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Herpes Scare
Underscores
Need For
Horsemen To Stay
Vigilant Against
Contagious
Viruses

Officials at the Bowie Training Center say blood samples from a euthanized
horse at the Bowie Training Center show
the animal was not infected with equine
herpesvirus (EHV-1) as originally feared.
A hold order placed September 19 on
27 horses at the training center was lifted
after four days. Racing officials say a
horse stabled at Barn
16 was put down after it was suspected
of having the illness.
Equine herpesvirus-1 causes upper
respiratory
infection and may cause
neurological
disease. The illness can
spread by coughing
or sneezing, as well as by direct contact
with infected horses, feed and equipment.
Although it’s not transmissible to humans, EHV-1 is highly contagious among
horses and is generally passed from horse
to horse via aerosol transmission (when
affected animals sneeze/cough) and contact with nasal secretions on objects such
as feed buckets, grooming supplies, humans, and other infected animals. The
disease can cause a variety of ailments in
equids, including rhinopneumonitis (a respiratory disease usually found in young
horses), abortion in broodmares, and myeloencephalopathy (EHM, the neurologic
form).
Myeloencephalopathy is characterized
by fever, ataxia (incoordination), weakContinued on page 2
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MHAF Hosts Event To Benefit
Paralyzed Exercise Rider
The Maryland Horsemen’s Assistance
Fund (MHAF) in conjunction with the
Maryland Thoroughbred Horsemen’s Associ
ation will be presenting a special
fundraiser at The Corner Stable Columbia
on Thursday, October 17 from 6-9 p.m. to
benefit a special fund created for longtime
exercise rider Jose Villegas, who was recently seriously injured during a morning
training session at Laurel Park.
The Corner Stable Columbia, owned
by longtime Thoroughbred owner Charles
‘Chip’ Reed, has graciously offered to
donate 15 percent of all gross receipts
from 6-9 p.m. that evening for the fund,
designed to assist Villegas since his untimely injury. Villegas, who spent over
20 years in Maryland as a conditioner for
trainer Dickie Small, was about to breeze
a 2-year-old colt for another trainer when
the horse stumbled and tossed Villegas.
The 43-year-old father of two from
Hampstead is currently in stable condition
at Kernan Hospital in Baltimore County.
Villegas has full use of his upper body,

however he remains paralyzed below the
waist as the result of the spill.
“Jose is in very good spirits,” commented MHAF’s Executive Director Robert Lillis, who recently visited Villegas. “In fact,
from talking with him you would never
know he was injured as bad as he is. Jose
has always been a humble person.”
In addition to the Baltimore area’s finest ribs and crabcakes for sale, there will
also be a silent auction of racing memorabilia and a 50/50 raffle along with celebrity karaoke. Among the additions to
the auction is the ever popular “write
your own race” donated by the Maryland
Jockey Club.
The Corner Stable Columbia is located at 8630 Guilford Road in Columbia’s
King Contrivance Village Center. Those
wishing to contribute to the fund or to
the silent auction are urged to contact the
MHAF office at (410) 902-6843 or e-mail
bobby.lillis@gmail.com.

Calendar
Live Racing:
Laurel Park............................. Now - Dec. 31

Notable Events:
Maryland
Million Day
October 19

Laurel Park

13

MRMA
Crab Feast
October 26

Laurel Park
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ness or paralysis of the hind limbs, and incontinence. Should a horse that potentially
has been exposed to EHV-1 display any of
the aforementioned clinical signs, call a veterinarian to obtain samples and test for the
disease.
According to an MJC advisory, it is recommended horsemen maintain appropriate
vaccination procedures in an attempt to reduce the incidence of the respiratory form of
EHV-1 infection.
For more information visit the American
Association of Equine Practitioners website
at http://aaep.org.
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Racing Media Association
To Award $23,000 In
Scholarships For 2013
The Maryland Racing Media Association (MRMA) will disperse $23,000 in
scholarships to 21 young men and women involved in the Maryland Thoroughbred racing industry. This year’s awards,
made possible through the generosity
and support of various equine organizations as well as private donors, brings
to more than $348,000 in scholarships
that have been dispensed over the past
decade.
All of the scholarship recipients either
work on the Maryland backstretch or are
employed on a Thoroughbred farm. They
will be formally honored at a ceremony
and receive their award at the MRMA
Crab Feast in the Carriage Room at Laurel
Park on Saturday, October 26.
The 2013 scholarship award winners
are:
Alexandra Curtiss, recipient of the Eddie McMullen Memorial Scholarship for
the second consecutive year, to receive
$2,500. Curtiss, who is enrolled in 35
credits this fall at the University of Pennsylvania School of Veterinary Medicine,
has already amassed 304 credits and
boasts a 3.71 grade point average. Her
primary focus is on equine surgery.
Sean Konkolics is the recipient of the
Lucy Acton Memorial Scholarship for Service and will also receive $2,500. Konkolics is currently taking 12 credits in his
senior year at the University of Maryland
where he is majoring in Wildlife Ecology and Management. He has a cumulative 3.02 GPA from 110 course credits
through his junior year at Maryland.
Patrick Allinson, Cassandra Daney,
Dagmar Caramello and Malie Lockhart
will each receive $1,500 each.

Kristen Bungori, August Pons,
Meghan Mooney, Jennifer Brasser, Kelly Barnes and John Weiss will receive
$1,000 each.
Kyle Berger, Jessica Frock, Rebecca
Feliciano, Parker Jones, Bonnie Smerdon,
Ryan Clancy, Jermaine Haughton and
Jenny Hamilton will receive $750 each.
The Maryland Racing Media Association, a recognized 501©3 charitable
organization, was organized under the
name of the Maryland Racing Writers’ Association in 1937 and is responsible for
the Maryland Thoroughbred Scholarship
Fund.
The Maryland Thoroughbred Horsemen’s Association was integral in the
formation of the Maryland Thoroughbred Scholarship Fund and continues to
proudly support this program.
Also being honored by MRMA at the
annual crab feast is longtime Thoroughbred owner and MTHA director Arnold
Heft, who will receive the Humphrey S.
Finney Award, the highest and most prestigious designation that MRMA presents
each fall. Heft, a former NBA referee and
part-owner of the Washington Capitals
and Washington Wizards, owned such
talented runners as Baldski’s Choice,
Pulverizing, He Is Risen and Eighttofasttocatch, hero of the 2011 Maryland Million Classic. Eighttofasttocatch was also
selected as the Maryland-based Horse of
the Year for 2011 by MRMA.

MGM Unveils Design
Of Proposed Prince
George’s County Casino

MGM Resorts International presented an
early look in September at the design for its
proposed $800 million casino and resort at
National Harbor in Prince George’s County –
a glassy echo of Washington monuments
atop a 1,600-foot-long stepped pedestal.
MGM is one of three companies bidding
for a license to build the state’s sixth casino,
to be located in the suburban D.C. county.
The other bidders are Penn National Gaming, a casino and racetrack operator already
in Maryland, and Greenwood Racing, which
owns Pennsylvania’s most successful casino
and Parx Racetrack in suburban Philadelphia.
MGM’s casino would sit above a pedestal
terraced to handle the site’s 90-foot elevation
change, hiding a seven-story parking garage
and accommodating outdoor dining, fountains and parks. Rising above the casino would
be a glassy 18-story hotel tower the company
said would have views of the National Mall in
Washington.
A skylight would run along the spine of the
roof connecting the hotel to the rest of the
property.
MGM CEO Jim Murren, putting on a presentation that included video animation, said
the project would be a “gateway” into the
state and should be visually striking. The site,

along the Potomac River, is visible from the
Capital Beltway as drivers cross into Maryland
from Virginia.
“The design has to be perfect,” Murren
said. “The location is perfect. . . We wanted to
give you a sense that we’re in this to win this.”
It’s the first competitive casino project in
Maryland, and the state is expected to pick a
winning bidder by the end of the year. Maryland’s Video Lottery Facility Location Commission plans site visits and public meetings on
October 21, 23 and 25.
The two other bidders selected different
sites in Prince George’s County, both within
a few miles of National Harbor and the Capital
Beltway.
Penn National, which owns Hollywood
Casino Perryville, wants to build at Rosecroft
Raceway, which it bought out of bankruptcy
two years ago. It said it would build a $700
million casino and hotel complex at the troubled harness track that would include 140
table games and 500 slot machines. (It has
said it would increase the number to 3,000 if
selected for the license.)
Greenwood would build a Parx Casino
Hotel & Spa to the south on an Indian Head
Highway property. The $800 million project
would include 170 table games and 4,750 slot
machines.

Fire and Disaster Insurance Continues
Fire and disaster insurance has been renewed for another 12
months. Under this policy, MTHA members may be compensated
for death or humane destruction of their horses due to a number of
perils, including fire, lightning, wind storm, smoke and flood.
Coverage extends to horses located at or in transit to or from
Bowie, Laurel, Pimlico and Timonium. Additionally, horses are covered when in transit from Bowie, Laurel, Pimlico or Timonium to
race and return from out-of-state tracks.
Lloyds Underwriters, Inc. is the insurer.

Rec Report
From Dan Mangum

Cookout Was A Success

The MTHA held its annual Backstretch Appreciation Picnic on Sunday, September 15.
Over 360 backstretch employees and their
families attended the sun drenched event at
Laurel.
Many door prizes were awarded to backstretch employees. The winners included:
Elies Torres’ (Leslie Glazier), Lauren Pennell (Katy Voss), John Fridgeon (Tim Salzman), Juan Garcia (Tim Keefe), Kathy
Karrasch (Hugh McMahon), Daniel Young
(Pat McGill), Trinity Sierra (Ron Alfano),
Alexjandro Lopez (Katie Sancuk)and many
others.
Special thanks to Eddie Rico who operated the shuttle from Bowie to Laurel.

Texas Hold’em

A Texas Hold’em Mock Poker Tournament will be held at the Bowie Track Kitchen on Monday, October 14 starting at 12
noon. Sign up at the track kitchens.

Bowling Tournament

The MTHA Bowling Tournament will return on Monday, October 21 at AMF Laurel
Lanes. Please sign up at the track kitchens or
call Dan at (410) 802-5798. The MTHA will
be providing a pizza party and cash awards to
the highest male and female bowlers.

Fall Golf Tournament

The MTHA sponsored a Fall Golf Outing at the Walden Country Club on Monday, September 16th. Despite the early
rain, approximately 40 golfers had a great
time of golf, food, drink and fun. The following were the winners of the golf outing:
Team Awards: 1st Place: Shooting a 62
score was the team of Keith Harpster, Tim
McMahon, Ed Henry and Dave Callier.
2nd Place: Shooting a 63 Score were the
team of Matt Dillon, B.J. Jones, Joe Valleri
and Carl Hopkins,
3rd Place: Shooting a 64 Score were the
team of John Salzman, Al Dellape, Herb
Polard and Ron Dixon.
Closest to the Pin Winners were Al Little
and Dave Callier. Longest Drive Award: Ed
Henry
We are planning our next golf outing in
the spring - look for details soon.

Donations

Donations for this period were as follows: Lydia Williams, Hayes Phoebe, Jack
Adamecz, and John Brown. Thanks for the
donations to the backstretch.

2013 Backstretch Appreciation Day

No one left hungry as Russell Clark
served up pit beef, pork and ham and
all the fixings to over 360 backstretch
workers on September 15, 2013 at Laurel.
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HELP PROTECT OUR INDUSTRY
Your Thoroughbred Horsemen’s PAC is committed to the protection,
promotion and improvement of live Thoroughbred horse racing in Maryland.
We rely on your support. Please consider a donation.

Amount of Donation

$100

$250

$500

Name

Address

Phone Number

City, State, Zip

Employer

Occupation

$1,000

Please make checks payable to Thoroughbred Horsemen’s PAC. Mail this form and check to:
MTHA, 500 Redland Ct., Suite 105, Owings Mills, MD 21117. By authority David G. Richardson, Treasurer.
*Maryland law requires contributor to supply employer and occupation for contributions.
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