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Horsemen
Advised On
Change In
Corticosteroid
Regulation
During a Sept. 28 webinar hosted by the
Maryland Thoroughbred Horsemen’s Association, veterinary and regulatory officials explained the recent decision by the Maryland
Racing Commission to modify a regulation
on five corticosteroids to eliminate testing
threshold levels and employ limit of detection
for the substances--the lowest level a lab can
confidently determine that a substance is in a
sample.
The MRC, upon the recommendation of
its Equine Safety, Health and Welfare Advisory
Committee, took the action at its Sept. 23 meeting. The change was filed with emergency status and there will be a public comment period.
It is anticipated the update regulation will be
implemented Nov. 1.
The five corticosteroids are dexamethasone, prednisolone, betamethasone, isoflupredone and triamcinolone. The current 14-day
stand-down period for intra-articular injections
will remain in place under 2019 model rules
approved by the Association of Racing Commissioners International and Racing Medication and Testing Consortium.
Alan Foreman, MTHA general counsel
and Chief Executive Officer of the THA, said
that when the 14-day stand-down for four of
the corticosteroids and guidance that dexamethasone not be administered within 72
hours of a race was adopted in Maryland in
early 2020, the RMTC recommendation that
testing thresholds for the five substances be
removed was not part of the regulation. The
Continued on Page 2
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Algeo Returns As
Maryland Racing
Commission Chair
Michael Algeo, a current Maryland Racing
Commission member who earlier served as
chairman until late September of 2020, has returned as chairman, it was announced during
the Sept. 23 MRC meeting.
Emmett Davit, who served as chairman for
about year, will remain on the commission. Algeo became chairman again Oct. 1.
“We’re always grateful to you,” Algeo told
Davit. “You’ve been an ally of the horse industry.
I want to thank my colleague and friend Emmett
Davit. He is respected throughout this state and
nation. On behalf of the commission I thank you
for your leadership, guidance and steady hand.
I’ve certainly learned from your graciousness.”
Davitt is a former state prosecutor who
stepped down in late 2019 after almost 10 years
on the job.
Algeo, a former associate judge for Montgomery County Circuit Court, was appointed to
the MRC in December 2016 along with businessman and racehorse owner Konrad Wayson, who
also remains on the commission.
During his previous term as chairman, Algeo repeatedly emphasized a need for cooperation and communication within the racing
industry in the state. On multiple occasions he
took the initiative to moderate various debates
among stakeholders.
The Racing Community and Development
Act of 2020 was developed and became law
during his first term as chairman. As part of
the law, and in keeping with a heightened
emphasis on equine health and safety in
Maryland and around the country, the
Equine Health, Safety and Welfare Advisory Committee, which falls under the MRC,
was created.
When live racing in Maryland was
suspended in March 2020 because of CO-

VID-19 restrictions, Algeo worked behind the
scenes to facilitate its return as quickly as possible given state government mandates. Though
patrons weren’t permitted at the outset, live racing returned to Laurel less than two months after
the shutdown began, which was of great importance to the entire racing community.
“We worked miracles to get us where we are
right now,” Algeo said at the time.
In 2019, after The Stronach Group indicated it did not want to invest in Pimlico
Race Course to keep the Preakness Stakes
there, Algeo presided over an MRC meeting at
which multiple parties came together to announce plans to negotiate to keep the Triple
Crown race in Baltimore.

Corticosteroid, from Page 1
recent action by the MRC also is in keeping
with the Mid-Atlantic Strategic Plan to Reduce
Equine Fatalities and is in place in other states
in the region.
“It is the best and only way to regulate
these corticosteroids,” Foreman said of restricted administration times, which are currently
in place in New York.
The Equine Health, Safety and Welfare
Advisory Committee discussed the proposal at a Sept. 8 meeting as a result of several
dexamethasone positives and reports the corticosteroid was being regularly administered
by some veterinarians at 48 hours before a
race at a lower dose rather than the RMTCrecommended 72-hour withdrawal time at the
regular dose.
MRC member Dr. Thomas Bowman, who
chairs the advisory committee, said during the
webinar that since Industrial Laboratories began testing Maryland racing’s equine samples
in the spring, there were a handful of dexamethasone positives under the existing regulation that employs testing thresholds. There
have not been any since that time, he said.
“I want to reassure horsemen this apparent change in reality isn’t much of a change
at all,” Bowman said. “Since the lab change
(from Truesdail) there have been only a couple of positives. If zero tolerance was in effect
there wouldn’t have been a single positive test
(result) since the initial positives.”
During a question-and-answer session,
horsemen on the webinar sought clarity and
asked why the regulation needs to be changed
if there were no positives after the first few
were made public. Dr. Dionne Benson, Chief
Veterinary Officer for 1/ST RACING (The Stronach Group), and RMTC Executive Director
Dr. Mary Scollay offered their insights.
“You can give dexamethasone at 72 hours
(before a race), but there will be more risk
now (when the new regulation takes effect),”
Scollay said. “It’s up to you to make your own
risk assessment. Other laboratories may have
lower limits of detection (than the Maryland
lab), so I urge caution if you cross state lines.
The lab sensitivity may be lower. Five-day (120
hours) guidance for dexamethasone is safe.”
Benson said the amount of a substance
found in a sample depends on the laboratory’s
limit of detection and its equipment. She also
said the 120-hour guidance for dexamethasone is recognized internationally.
“The issue is can they see it (in a sample)
or not see it?” Scollay said of limit of detection. “It might be OK at 72 hours but there are
no guarantees. There is no such thing as life
without risk.”
Foreman said the suggestion for longer
administration times before a race is not “deleterious to the health and welfare of the horse.”

MTHA, MJC Surveying
Interest In Daycare

The Maryland Thoroughbred Horsemen’s Association and Maryland Jockey Club are surveying
the state’s racing community to gauge interest in
daycare services for children of backstretch workers
and employees.
The survey is available at www.mdhorsemen/
daycare. The survey requests information such as
the number of and ages of children who may be
candidates for daycare services; whether the services would be used year-round; what the best hours

would be for services; and at which track workers
are based.
The MTHA has met with a daycare provider located not far from Laurel Park to examine the possibilities should there be enough interest from the
racing community. Part of the discussion involved
income levels and the availability of funding from
the state to cover all or part of the cost for the service.

As part of an ongoing effort to offer more
continuing education programs for horsemen,
the Thoroughbred Horsemen’s Association
Sept. 13 hosted a webinar titled “Going Out on
Top—Retirement considerations for racehorses
and raising the topic with owners.”
Dr. Juliea McCall, a veterinarian from western New York who cares for off-the-track Thoroughbreds, said the “ultimate consideration is
our obligation to what is best for the horse.”
That includes a need for improved information
on a horse’s health history, she said, noting that
“the link between a horse’s past and future” is
essential information to the retirement process.
McCall offered suggestions on how to “reshape racehorse retirement,” including an effort by racetracks to feature retired horses that
have gone on to second careers; credit trainers
who retire horses before serious issues develop; better education of owners on the retirement process and the value of accredited retirement programs; seeing veterinarians as allies

in helping with a cultural shift; retiring horses
rather than pushing for one last race; and treating horses as individuals to better make decisions that value the horse.
“There is a difference between a month
or so and a year” when it comes to making a
decision on racehorse retirement,” McCall said.
“Trainers need to educate owners and maintain
a relationship. It would help put things more
in context and it wouldn’t be a surprise when
a conversation about racehorse retirement begins.”
The aftercare webinar provided trainers
and assistant trainers who participated with
one hour of CE credit toward the annual CE
requirement of four hours. The Maryland Racing Commission has made four hours of CE a
requirement for licensing effective Jan. 1, 2022.
For more information, visit www.Horsemenu.com. The aftercare webinar will be posted along with other CE videos.

Continuing Education
Webinar Puts Focus On
Racehorse Aftercare

Hello Beautiful Takes Licensing
For
Sports
MATCH Series Lead Wagering
Begins
Hello Beautiful, trained by Brittany Russell, took the lead in her MATCH Series division and the overall standings with a blowout
victory in the $100,000 Weathervane Stakes
at Laurel Park Sept. 18. It was her ninth win,
eight of which have come at Laurel.
The Weathervane (Filly and Mare
Sprint—Dirt division) was one of four Series
stakes on the Saturday program as MATCH
heads toward its 2021 conclusion. Six more
races, all at Laurel, remain—one
on Nov. 13, one on Nov. 26
and four Dec. 26.
Ridden by Jevian
Toledo, Hello Beautiful is owned by
Madaket Stables, Albert Frassetto, Mark
Parkinson, K-Mac
Stables and Magic City Stab stables. She has
now won seven stakes, all of them in Maryland, and has earned $524,610.
Toledo went back-to-back in MATCH
Series action when he guided Dreamalildreamofu to a nose victory over Artful
Splatter in the $100,000 Twixt Stakes (Filly
and Mare Long—Dirt division) at one mile.
Owned by Full of Run Racing and Madaket
Stables and trained by Brad Cox, favored

Dreamalildreamofu raced in second from the
start until the final jump, when she collared
the Kieron Magee-trained Artful Splatter at
the wire.
In other action, Rockingham Ranch and
David Bernsen’s Jalen Journey was placed
first in the $200,000 Frank J. De Francis Memorial Stakes (3-Year-Olds and Up Sprint—
Dirt division) after Wondrwherecraigis was
disqualified for interference. Feargal Lynch rode Jalen’s Journey, and also won the
$100,000 Polynesian
Stakes (3-Year-Olds
and Up Long-Dirt
division) when he
guided Team Hurley’s
Captain Bombastic,
at 10-1 the longest price in a six-horse field,
to victory in the one-mile Polynesian. The
4-year-old New York-bred colt by Forty Tales
led most the way and held off Cordmaker by
a length, with Phat Man third.
The next MATCH Series events are
scheduled for Nov. 13 (Filly and Mare LongDirt division) and Nov. 27 (3-Year-Olds and
Up Long-Dirt division). The Series concludes
Dec. 26 with stakes in all four divisions.

The Maryland Lottery and Gaming Control
Commission in September opened its online licensing portal for the entities specifically listed
in the 2021 law as eligible for brick-and-mortar
operations.
The commission has not yet authorized
acceptance of applications for 30 additional
brick-and-mortar licenses and up to 60 mobile
wagering licenses. The facilities that can currently apply, however, can also apply for mobile licenses.
Those in the first round include:
—Laurel Park and Pimlico Race Course
(one shared license) and five off-track betting outlets: the Maryland State Fair at Timonium, Jockey Club Bar and Grill in Boonsboro,
Greenmount Station in Hampstead, Long Shot’s
Bar in Frederick and Riverboat on the Potomac
just across the border with Colonial Beach, Va.
—Live! Casino, MGM National Harbor Casino, Horseshoe Casino Baltimore, Hollywood
Casino Perryville, Casino at Ocean Downs and
Rocky Gap Casino and Resort.
—Baltimore Orioles and Baltimore Ravens
stadiums as well as FedEx Field, where the
Washington Football Team plays.
—Two bingo halls, one in Anne Arundel
County and the other in Calvert County.
According to reports, sports betting in
Maryland could commence later this fall but
perhaps more likely in early 2022.

The Horsemen’s
Newsletter
Published by the

Maryland
Thoroughbred
Horsemen’s Assoc.
500 Redland Court – Suite 105,
Owings Mills, Maryland 21117;
(410) 902-6842; Fax: (410) 902-6841;
E-mail: info@mdhorsemen.com
Website: www.mdhorsemen.com

.com

An All-Inclusive Continuing Education Resource For Horsemen

MTHA

STANDARD
PRE-SORT
US POSTAGE

500 Redland Court, #105
Owings Mills, Maryland 21117

PAID

PERMIT #15
WESTMINSTER, MD

October 2021

MATCH Series Leaderboards
3YO & Up Sprint Division
LAKI
MUCHO

21 Pts
20 Pts

3YO & Up Long Division
CORDMAKER
24 Pts
HARPER’S FIRST RIDE 11 Pts
Filly & Mare Sprint Division
HELLO BEAUTIFUL
27 Pts
NEVER ENOUGH TIME 22 Pts

Current as of October 1, 2021

Filly & Mare Long Division
DREAMALILDREAMOFU 17 Pts
4 OTHERS TIED
10 Pts
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