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Laurel Park
Fall Stakes
Valued At
$3.525M
The Laurel Park fall meet, which runs
from Sept. 9-Dec. 31, will feature 33 stakes
valued at a total of $3.525 million. The stakes
will be packaged over eight days during the
four-month meet.
The richest of the fall stakes, the $200,000
Grade III Frank J. De Francis Dash, will kick
off the schedule Sept. 18. The De Francis
Dash and three $100,000 stakes that day are
part of the 2021 Mid-Atlantic Thoroughbred
Championships Series (MATCH).
Five turf stakes are scheduled for the
Oct. 3 program, including a pair of $150,000
events for 2-year-olds: the Laurel Futurity and
Selima. Three $100,000 stakes will round out
the card.
Maryland Million Day as announced
earlier is Oct. 23. There will be eight stakes
worth a total of $825,000 including the
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Everyone Prepares For
Return Back Home
Horses can begin returning to Laurel Park
Sunday, Aug. 8, and training—including workouts—will be available Tuesday, Aug. 10, Maryland racing officials announced July 28 during a
community Zoom meeting hosted by the Maryland Thoroughbred Horsemen’s Association.
The massive reconstruction of the Laurel dirt
surface, which involved replacement of the base
and substructure, is nearing completion. The original target date for training to begin was Aug. 6,
but executives with 1/ST RACING (The Stronach
Group) had said earlier that could be pushed back
by several days.
Steve Koch, TSG Senior Vice President of
Racing, said the final grading and placement of
the cushion is underway and will continue into
the week of Aug. 1. The one-mile chute will be
the last part of the project. He said the final four
days prior to training will be reserved for the track
maintenance crew to work the new cushion mate-

rial on all parts of the surface.
“(Track Superintendent) Chris Bosley and his
crew need to work the track for it to be safe for
training and racing,” Koch said. “The cushion will
be all new—actually the whole track is all new.”
Mick Peterson, Director of the Racing Surfaces Testing Laboratory, said the new cushion is a
mixture based on consistency with the surfaces at
regional racetracks. Also important, he said, is access to a regular supply of consistent material that
is subject to a quality control program. Stancills
Inc. of Cecil County, Md., is the provider of the
material, which is about 85% sand, 12% silt and
3% clay. The cushion, much of which has been
laid, is four inches in depth.
The last day of training at the Maryland State
Fair at Timonium will be Saturday, Aug. 7. Horsemen are asked to strip their stalls before they return to Laurel, where straw and shavings will be
Continued on Page 3

Health Fair Scheduled
For Early October
The MTHA Health Fair will be held Monday, Oct. 4, in the Rec Room at Laurel Park.
The event, which is open to all who
participate in Maryland racing, is set for
9 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. Employees of MedStar Health and Lifeworks Strategies will
again provide the services.
The Health Fair will include flu
shots, blood work, blood-pressure
checks and other screenings. It’s also
possible the MedStar Mobile Health
Center will be available in the parking
lot adjacent the Recreation Room as part
of the Health Fair.

MTHA, State Fair Again Spanish Trainers
Resumes
Sponsoring Trainers’ Group
Regular
Bonus Program
Meetings

During the seven-day Maryland State Fair at
Timonium meet that runs from Friday, Aug. 27,
through Monday, Sept. 6, $40,000 in trainer bonuses will be up for grabs courtesy of the Maryland
Thoroughbred Horsemen’s Association and the State Fair.
Timonium Racing Secretary
Georganne Hale said there will be
two categories, each with $20,000 in
bonuses: Category One is for trainers who have been assigned 11 or
more stalls by combined track management, while Category Two is for
trainers who have been assigned 10 or fewer stalls
by combined track management.
Bonus points for both categories are as follows:
Number of wins, 5 points; number of seconds, 4
points; number of thirds, 3 points; number of
fourths, 2 points; and each starter, 1 point.
Please note that points will be awarded for a

horse’s first start at the meet. If a horse races more than
once the second start will not count toward points.
Opening day at Timonium will have a special 3
p.m. first post time in conjunction with College Day
at the Races during which 10 scholarships, each worth $1,000, will be
awarded to students who register in
advance and are in attendance for the
races. First post for the remainder of
the meet is 12:40 p.m.
Purses this year will be equal to
those paid at Laurel Park and Pimlico Race Course, so the projected
daily average will be $287,000, up from $185,000
in 2020. There will be one stakes at the meet, the
Timonium Juvenile for 2-year-olds at 6 1/2 furlongs
on Sunday, Aug. 29. There is an additional $25,000
available for horses that are Maryland-bred or Maryland-sired, or an additional $50,000 for horses that
are both Maryland-bred and Maryland-sired.

Barn Award Winners Announced
Congratulations to the July winners of the
weekly barn awards offered by the Maryland State
Fair at Timonium: Rodney Jenkins, Marco Salazar,
John Robb and Robert Bailes.
The State Fair, which currently is housing more
than 550 horses from Laurel, the week of June 6
began recognizing trainers who keep the area
around their barns spruced up. One barn has been
recognized each week for as long as the horses are
stabled at Timonium during the reconstruction of
the Laurel dirt track.
Andy Cashman, General Manager for the State
Fair, said the judges walk the barns on a daily ba-

sis and take notes on trainers whose stabling and
maintenance of the stables and road area are organized, raked and generally clean. Each judge selects
the top three in their estimation and takes into consideration the work required for horsemen with a
larger number of horses.
Based on the judging by Fair officials, the trainer whose stabling and maintenance is selected as
best each week will be awarded $400, which will
go to the staff of the trainer. There will be only one
award per stable.
Previous winners were Bobby Leaf, Laura
Roadcap and Tim Salzman.

Beyond The Wire Update:
Through the first six months of 2021, the Beyond The Wire aftercare program has successfully placed 57 horses for a total of
435 since its inception in late May
2017.
Beyond The Wire receives financial support from the Maryland
Thoroughbred Horsemen’s Association, Maryland Horse Breeders
Association, Maryland Jockey Club, 1ST/RACING (The Stronach Group), owners through a
per-start fee, the Maryland jockey colony, and
donations upon a horse’s retirement. The Board
of Directors met July 28 to for a status report.

More than $12,000 was donated in conjunction with horses being placed in the program
from January through June. Voluntary donations serve an important purpose given that surgeries
are sometimes required before a
horse is relocated to a Thoroughbred Aftercare Alliance-accredited
facility that accepts and re-homes
horses for Beyond The Wire. Therefore, retiring
a racehorse before serious issues develop is just
as important as a financial donation and makes
it much easier for a horse to be placed and retrained for a second career.

A group of Spanish-speaking trainers
met with members of the Maryland Thoroughbred Horsemen’s Association and
Maryland Racing Commission July 29 at the
Maryland State Fair at Timonium to discuss
concerns they may have and to offer feedback on the state of Maryland racing.
The meetings began at Laurel Park before COVID-19 hit in early 2020 and were
held on a semi-regular basis. The MTHA
staff intends to again hold the meetings once
or twice a month with the horse population
returning to Laurel Park in August after the
surface reconstruction project.
A goal of the meetings is to foster a sense
of community on the backstretch and to ensure that all voices are heard. The meetings,
which usually are held in person but have
been held via Zoom as needed, are open to
trainers based at Laurel Park and Pimlico
Race Course. All horsemen are welcome to
attend.
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$150,000 Maryland Million Classic. The $75,000
Turf Sprint, revived last year after an absence, is
back on the schedule.
A pair of $100,000 dirt sprints for 2-yearolds, the James F. Lewis III Stakes and Smart
Halo Stakes, are scheduled for Nov. 13 along with
the $100,000 Thirty Eight Go Go Stakes, part of
the MATCH Series. Another MATCH event, the
$100,000 Richard W. Small Stakes, is listed for Nov.
27 along with two $100,000 stakes for 3-year-old
sprinters: the City of Laurel and the Safety Kept.
There are two Maryland-bred stakes days.
The Nov. 26 card has a pair of sprints—the Howard Bender and the Politely—each worth $75,000.
The Maryland Juvenile and Maryland Juvenile Fillies, each valued at $100,000, are scheduled for
Dec. 4.
The final stakes day is Dec. 26 with six events
each worth $100,000. The Heft and Gin Talking
are for 2-year-old sprinters, while the other four
are the final events for each of the MATCH Series
divisions.
The tentative schedule for the Laurel fall
meet shows racing four days a week—Thursdays
through Sundays—in September, October and
November, and three days a week on a Fridaythrough-Sunday schedule in December with the
exception of Christmas Eve and Christmas Day. In
all, 59 racing days are scheduled.

MATCH Series Heats Up
Hello Beautiful won the sixth stakes of
her career and in the process gave jockey
Sheldon Russell his 1,500th victory during
Mid-Atlantic Thoroughbred Champions Series (MATCH) action at Pimlico July 31.
Owned by Madaket Stables, Albert Frassetto, Mark Parkinson, K-Mac Stables and
Magic City Stables, the 4-year-old Marylandbred filly by Golden Lad took the early lead
from the inside post position and never was
threatened in her 3 3/4-length win as the
heavy favorite. Hello Beautiful
covered the six furlongs in
a sharp 1:09.63 on a track
rated fast.
“It feels like sort of fairytale ending,” the Maryland-based Russell said of
Hello Beautiful providing
him with his 1,500th win. “She is a very special
filly who has been with us from the start, so
we couldn’t be more happy. It’s something I’ll
never forget.”
Russell teamed with agent Marty Leonard
to provide Hello Beautiful’s groom, Luis Barajas, with a $1,500 gift. It was a gesture Russell began with $1,000 for his 1,000th winner
March 7, 2015.
Hello Beautiful, who now has eight wins
in 16 starts and earnings of $464,601, has
won all of her races at Laurel Park and Pimlico. Trainer Brittany Russell indicated the filly
would continue competing in MATCH Series
stakes at Laurel.
Chub Wagon, who won the first two legs,
leads the division and the overall series with
20 points. Hello Beautiful now has 17 points.
In the $100,000 Challedon Stakes (3-YearOlds and Up Sprint—Dirt division), WSS
Racing and G Racing’s Mucho returned to
Pimlico and took the lead
in the division with a
victory. Ridden by
Reylu Gutierrez, the
5-year-old Blame
horse
showed
much better early
speed from the

inside, pushed leading Lebda for more than
a half-mile, took over in the lane and pulled
away to win by length.
Mucho was claimed for $80,000 in late
2020 by his current connections. Though
he finished second in the Grade I Hopeful
Stakes as a 2-year-old, the Challedon was his
first stakes victory. His earnings cleared the
$500,000 mark with the win at Pimlico.
“He has been improving every time,” said
trainer John Ortiz.
Mucho now has 13 points
in his division, followed
by Laki (fourth in the
Challedon) with 12.
Maryland-based Laki,
who made his third
MATCH Series start for
2021, has now qualified
for bonus money going forward.
GMP Stables, Arnold Bennewith and Cypress Creek Equine’s Harpers First Ride took
the lead in the 3-Year-Olds and Up Long—
Dirt division with a gate-to-wire score in
the $100,000 Deputed Testamony Stakes at
1 1/8 miles. The former claiming horse has
now won 12 races—five stakes, including last
year’s Deputed Testamony at Laurel—and
pushed his earnings to $699,664.
Harpers First Ride, a 5-year-old Marylandbred gelding by Paynter, won an allowance test
at Pimlico in his return to the Claudio Gonzalez
barn after a 10th-place finish in the Grade III
Pimlico Special, which he won in 2020 for
Gonzalez. With regular rider Angel Cruz
aboard, Harpers First Ride dueled with
Cordmaker for most the Deputed Testamony
before pulling away to win 1 1/2 lengths in
1:49.52 for the distance. Magic Michael was second and Cordmaker third.
Gonzalez said more MATCH Series events
are quite possible for Harpers First Ride. The
Deputed Testamony was the second leg in the
division, with three of the final four at Laurel
Park, where the gelding has excelled. Harpers First Ride now has 11 MATCH points, followed by Last Judgment with 10 and Cordmaker with 8.

Laurel Park, continued from Page 1
permitted for stalls.
Hotel rooms in Timonium that are currently
occupied by relocated backstretch workers will be
available through Thursday, Aug. 12. Those with
special circumstances should contact the MTHA.
As was the case when horses were relocated from Laurel to Timonium and Pimlico Race
Course, the Maryland Jockey Club said Simoff
Horse Transport will coordinate shipping for
those who don’t make other arrangements,
Regarding the turf course at Laurel, Koch said
deep-tine aeration continues and will be part of a
permanent grass maintenance program. Though
the course is suffering from some heat stress because of high temperatures and very little rain, “it
is now draining way better than it was,” he said.
The fall meet at Laurel is scheduled to begin
Thursday, Sept. 9, with racing four days a week
(Thursday through Sunday) through November
and three days a week (Friday through Sunday)
in December.

Updated
MJC Shoe In
Effect Aug. 1
The Maryland Jockey Club has implemented
a revised turf shoe rule for racing at Pimlico Race
Course and Laurel Park.
Effective Aug. 1, 2021, a horse participating in a turf race at Laurel or Pimlico
may only use the following types of
shoes: Flat, Queen’s Plate, Queen’s Plate
XT, Silver Queen, or Factory Wedge.
A horse may not be permitted to
start if it has shoes on the front hooves
that: (1) have toe grabs that are greater than 4 millimeters in height; or (2) contain bends, jar calks,
or any other traction device.
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Recreation Director Needed
The MTHA is currently seeking a motivated individual to work with the Board and
staff to oversee its’ robust recreation program.
The year-round program organizes and
adminsters such activities as softball, football,
basketball, volleyball and bowling leagues on
a regular basis, and routinely sponsors golf
tournaments and outings to area sporting
events and attractions.
A strong knowledge of the Maryland
backstretch community would be helpful.
Interested candidates for this paid parttime position should email info@mdhorsemen.com or call 410-902-6844 for consideration.
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