Awards, From Page 1
co under the Maryland Jockey Club banner, was
the MTHA Owner of the Year; he is the first
racetrack owner to receive the award. This year
Tim Ritvo, who serves as chief operating officer
for The Stronach Group, will receive the Special
Award for Contributions to Maryland Racing.
Ritvo, who oversaw many changes at Gulfstream Park for the company, has spent much of
his time the last few years in Maryland directing
renovations of the clubhouse and grandstand at

Laurel as well as construction of new barns.
“I consider it an honor,” Ritvo said. “We’ve
made great progress in Maryland the last several years largely because all parties are on the
same page. We appreciate that the horsemen,
breeders, racing commission, and The Stronach
Group are in agreement.”
Tickets for the party can be purchased for
$35 or for $300 for a table of 10. More information is available at mdhorsemen.com.

Board Actions

Nearly 500
Meals Served
to Backstretch
Community on
Thanksgiving

Dan Mangum
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Open MTHA Board Meeting – November 18, 2016
Members present: Timothy L. Keefe (President), Linda S. Gaudet (Vice President), R. Larry
Johnson (Vice President), Katharine M. Voss (Secretary), Christine E. Bricker, Ellen M. Charles,
JoAnn Hayden, Robert T. Manfuso, H. Graham Motion, Lawrence E. Murray, Charles J. Reed
and Michael J. Trombetta.
Member absent: A. Ferris Allen, Dale Capuano and Michael F. Horning (Treasurer).

2017 Simulcasting Consent

The Board unanimously granted consent
for the acceptance of interstate off-track
wagers on the export of any live Maryland
thoroughbred race to an out-of-state
wagering facility and the import of any live
race from an out-of-state track in 2017.

Recreation Program

The Board unanimously appropriated up
to $45,000 to extend the Recreation Program
through December 31, 2017.

Condition Book

Programs

The Board unanimously authorized all
expenses related to distributing programs
containing past performances to horsemen
in the MTHA Racetrack Office.

Jockey Insurance

T he B o a rd vote d u n a n i mou sly to
approve a contribution to fund the balance
of the Jockey Worker’s Compensation
I n sur ance prem ium i n 2 017 over t he
amount collected by the Maryland Racing
Commission from a $100 license fee.

The Board unanimously endorsed a
change in the A1X condition to read: “which
have never won a race other than maiden,
claiming, waiver claiming, starter, Marylandbred or Maryland-sired races,” instead of
state sired races or state bred races.

Thanksgiving Dinners

Backstretch Pension Plan

The Board unanimously accepted the
Awards Committee recommendations for
2016 Outstanding Owner (Hillwood Stable),
2016 Special Award for Contributions to
Maryland Racing (Tim Ritvo), 2016 Laurel
Park Backstretch Worker of the Year (Donna
O’Connor) and 2016 Pimlico Backstretch
Worker of the Year (Donna Arbitelle).
The Board, by a vote of 8-2, accepted
the Awards Committee recommendation for
2016 Outstanding Trainer (Keiron Magee).
Voting in favor of the recommendation:
Mrs. Gaudet, Ms. Voss, Ms. Bricker, Mrs.
Hayden, Mr. Manfuso, Mr. Motion, Mr.
Murray, Mr. Reed.
Voting Against: Mr. Johnson and Mr.
Trombetta.

The Board unanimously appropriated
$400,000 from the Thoroughbred Purse
Account for the 2016 contribution to the
Backstretch Employees Pension Plan pend
ing Maryland Racing Commission approval.

Benefit Trust

Following established procedure, the
Board unanimously approved up to $65,000
in 2017 to fund the Benefit Trust.

NTRA Membership

T he B o a rd u n a n i mou sly vote d to
approve MT H A’s 2017 membership in
National Thoroughbred Racing AssociationNTRA.

The Board unanimously approved all
expenditures related to the serving of
dinner to Backstretch Employees and their
families on Thanksgiving day.

2016 Horsemen’s Awards

The Maryland Thoroughbred Horsemen’s
Association continued the 20+ year tradition
of hosting an all-day Thanksgiving celebration
on the backstretch of Pimlico and Laurel Park
to feed hundreds of horsemen, many of which
wouldn’t have a warm meal otherwise. Nearly
100 meals were served at Pimlico while Laurel
Park served 465.
The meals—turkey, mashed potatoes, and
all the trimmings—were available all day in the
track kitchen at Laurel Park and in the Snack
Room above Barn 8 at Pimlico.
Prepared by track kitchen restaurateur
Miguel Paz and family, the meals were served
by the MTHA staff. Similar celebrations are
held on Christmas and Easter mornings.
“The Thanksgiving dinner tradition is one
of our favorite events throughout the year,”
commented MTHA Executive Director David
Richardson. “Thanksgiving is about family and
the backstretch community is our family.”
Thanksgiving, as usual, featured live racing
at Laurel Park which saw markedly improved
revenue gains from the previous year.
Total all-source handle topped $2.5-million
for the 10 race card, up from $1.2-million in
2014.
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