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went to the sale at Keeneland and bought
five horses for $12,000. I think we only paid
$15,000 for Action Andy. When I started, I was
living on bouillon soup. I had three horses I
had bought for $100 when I came to Maryland
in 1970. One of them, Chimango was claimed
for $3,500. It was like I became a millionaire.
I started with nothing. I’ve been very lucky.”
Maryland trainer Larry Murray said Garcia
has always had a strong work ethic.
“He was very diligent,” Murray said. “He
always had good help and took good care
of his horses. All that effort and care came
through. I’ve been next to him in the barns
my whole training career at Laurel. He was
a character, always had a joke, a great slant
on life and had his hands on some very nice
horses. We’ll miss him here.”
Garcia’s horses won 14 graded stakes. The
first of significance was the Grade 3 Barbara
Fritchie Handicap with Donetta in 1976. The
last was the 1992 Grade 2 Ladies Handicap
with Brilliant Brass. In between there was
the 1990 Grade 2 Cotillion Handicap with Valay Maid – who finished third in that year’s
Breeders’ Cup Distaff – and there was another
Barbara Fritchie in 1978 with Bold Brat, and
three Grade 3 stakes wins with Squan Song,
who Garcia views as possibly one of his best
horses. He trained Fobby Forbes to a seventhplace finish in the 1986 Kentucky Derby.
All together, his horses won 146 stakes,
$25.9 million and made him a top 10 Maryland trainer for five years in the 1990s.
But, now, as an agent, he has taken on two
jockeys, Rafael Mejia, a 21-year-old at the start
of his career, and Jacinto Herrera, 42, who has
won more than 3,600 races in Argentina.
“I’m at an age when it’s time to move on,”
said Garcia, who asked not to reveal his age.
“Right now, I’m retired, well, semi-retired. I
spent yesterday at the track, walking around,
introducing my jockeys. I like it here [in Florida]. I won’t have to break the ice on the water
buckets in the morning.”
Still, Garcia is conflicted. He’d like to go
back to training horses as a private trainer.
He’d be happy to come back to Maryland,
where he knows everyone, to do it.
“If the opportunity knocked . . . ,” he said.
“All they have to do is call.”

MTHA Board Meeting – November 5, 2014 – TiPS Restaurant
Members present: Timothy L. Keefe (President), Linda S. Gaudet (Vice President), R. Larry
Johnson (Vice President), Michael F. Horning (Treasurer), A. Ferris Allen, Dale Capuano,
JoAnn Hayden, H. Graham Motion, Lawrence E. Murray, Charles J. Reed, Michael J. Trombetta
and Katharine M. Voss.
Members absent: Christine E. Bricker, Ellen M. Charles and Robert T. Manfuso,

New York

Backstretch Pension

The Board voted 8 to 4 to fully endorse a
recommendation letter for Rick Violette’s
candidacy for President of NYTHA, signed
by MTHA President Timothy L. Keefe.
Voting in favor: Mr. Allen, Mr. Capuano,
Mrs. Gaudet, Mrs. Hayden, Mr. Keefe, Mr.
Murray, Mr. Reed and Ms. Voss.
Voting against: Mr. Horning, Mr. Johnson,
Mr. Motion and Mr. Trombetta.

The Board voted unanimously to adopt
resolutions to amend the Backstretch
Pension Plan Doc ument to per m it
participants, who have reached the normal
retirement age, to receive disbursements
from the plan and continue to work.

Christmas Party
The Board voted unanimously to accept
the recommendations of the Awards
committee
to
recognize
Midwest
Thoroughbreds as 2014 Outstanding Owner,
Phil Schoenthal as 2014 Outstanding Trainer
and Dottie Jones, Victor Garcia and Ronald
Singh as Backstretch 2014 Workers of the
Year.

Aftercare Program
T h e B o a r d vo t e d u n a n i m o u s l y t o
authorize the A ftercare Committee to
distribute up to $29,000 from the Purse
Protection & Retirement program.

Recreation Program
The Board unanimously to appropriate
up to $40,000, the same amount as in
previous years, to extend the Recreation
Program through December 31, 2015.

Benevolence
Following established procedure, the
Board unanimously approved up to $65,000
in 2014 to fund the Benefit Trust, by which
the MTH A provides health benefits to
trainers and their spouses.

Jockey Worker’s Comp.
The Board voted unanimously to approve
a contribution of up to $1.2-million from
t he T horoug hbred P u r se Accou nt to
fund the balance of the Jockey Worker’s
Compensation Insurance premium in 2015
over the amount collected by the Maryland
Racing Commission from a $100 license fee.

Maryland Horse Council
The Board voted unanimously to renew
its lifetime membership in the Maryland
Horse Council and appoint Ms. Bricker as
the liaison with this group.

2015 Race Days
The Board voted unanimously to purchase
the months of January, February, August and
December in 2015 from Maryland Jockey
Club on the condition that the parties agree
to a one-year revision of terms in the 10-Year
Deal.

2015 Simulcasting Consent
The Board voted unanimously to grant
its consent for the acceptance of interstate
off-track wagers on the export of any live
Maryland thoroughbred race to an out-ofstate wagering facility and the import of
any live race from an out-of-state track run
from January 1, 2015 through and including
December 31, 2015.

MTHA
Christmas Party
& Toy Drive

DECEMBER 15 • 6 P.M. – 10 P.M.
Tickets are $35 each or Two for $50 – To Purchase visit www.mdhorsemen.com, stop in the MTHA Office or call 410-902-6844

