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Nominations
Sought For
Backstretch
Employees Of
The Year

Trainers at Laurel Park and Pimlico Race Course are
encouraged to submit nominations for the MTHA Backstretch Employees of the Year for 2021.

The MTHA, as it has in previous years, will recognize
one backstretch employee at each racetrack based on the
nominations. The
awards will be
presented in early
2022 at the annual Renaissance
Awards.
The deadline
to submit nominations is Dec. 15.
“Our
backstretch workers are
very important to
our industry,” said
MTHA’s President
Tim Keefe. “They arrive at the track in the darkest hours of
the morning and are doing jobs that any nine-to-fiver just
couldn’t comprehend. They feed a barn full of horses, scoop
manure from stalls, and lift hay, straw and water. The groom
bathes them when they get back from the track – all before
the rest of the world wakes up.
“They are very dedicated and spend most of the day
making sure the horses are well taken care of. They always
put the needs of the horse before their own. They know
the personalities of their horses and every blemish on every
inch of their bodies. The best feeling these workers experience is taking a horse in their care on race day and watching
it come down the stretch to win or at least place well.
“They are indeed the force that makes it all happen, and
we could not be here without them. We very much appreciate them.”
To submit a worker to be considered email their name,
position and a summary of why they deserve this award to
info@mdhorsemen.com.

New Track Surface
Getting Positive Reviews
From Horsemen

The reconstructed dirt surface at Laurel
Park—first used in late August for training and then in early September for racing—has generated positive feedback from
horsemen, and the Maryland Racing Commission plans to make input from trainers
and veterinarians an important part of the
assessment process.
“The track is playing really well right
now,” trainer Ferris Allen said. “I don’t know
how it will fare in the winter, but it has been
a very safe surface so far and I’m pleased
with it. The cushion itself is pretty tacky—it
sticks to horses and riders—but that’s more
of an inconvenience than a flaw.”
“For me, since my stable has been back
here (from Pimlico Race Course), I haven’t
had any issues,” trainer Dale Capuano
said. “It’s working out fine for me. The
track is much better—maybe a little hard
at times—but other than that it has been
pretty good. As far as safety is concerned, I
haven’t had any issues.”
Trainer T.J. Aguirre, who gallops his
own horses, agreed the surface is greatly
improved from earlier this spring when the

reconstruction process began.
“So far, our horses haven’t had issues
outside of a little more muscular soreness than normal in the back end, but we
haven’t had anything come back sore in
a leg,” Aguirre said. “The track has been
good, and we aren’t seeing those crazy,
blistering times for workouts. The track has
a nice cushion.”
The MRC Oct. 28 received an update on
the Laurel Park racing surfaces as the track
maintenance crew prepares for the impact
of colder weather and precipitation.
Maryland Jockey Club Track Superintendent Chris Bosley said samples from the
dirt surface are regularly sent to the Racing
Surfaces Testing Laboratory for examination.
“Everything still seems fairly consistent,” Bosley said of the surface. “We’ve
talked to the jockeys, who said it handles
rain very well. We’re really liking what
we’re seeing. We’re pleased with the way
things are going.”
In advance of the winter, the crew is
Continued on Page 3

Email System
For Horsemen’s
Concerns Speeds
Up Response
Time By MJC
The email system for reporting backstretch and track surface concerns by
Maryland horsemen has drastically
improved response time by Maryland
Jockey Club to address concerns at
Laurel Park and Pimlico.
The MTHA created the system in
2018 to improve communication among
horsemen and track maintenance staff
to expedite the process of issues being
addressed.
Previously issues were communicated
by horsemen by a paper-based ticket system which proved cumbersome.
Horsemen are now encouraged to
send emails, with photos, of their concerns to backstretchissues@mdhorsemen.
com for backstretch concerns or to trackissues@mdhorsemen.com for track surface issues.
Messages to each of these accounts
are forwarded to a multitude of relevant
parties as well as to the MTHA so progress and response time can be tracked.

Strong Response For
Mobile Dentist Visit
At Laurel Park
The Mobile Dentist visited Laurel Park for the first time Oct.
12, and the service and participation more than exceeded expectations.
The Silver Spring,
Md.-based
operation
had two full-service mobile clinics on hand for
roughly seven hours,
and staff treated
about 25 individuals.
They handled basic
services such as X-rays, examinations,
and cleanings, and also made recommendations to each client for
follow-up treatments.
Because of overwhelming response during the initial signup period, the Maryland Thoroughbred Horsemen’s Association is currently working to
schedule return visits by the Mobile Dentist and will keep the backstretch community informed as to when
the service will return.

Track Surface, from Page 1
now experimenting with silica sand to see how
it reacts with the existing material, Bosley said. A
determination would then be made on how much
of the sand will be needed for a winter surface.
“It has been a huge problem in the past getting consistent material,” Bosley said. “And it’s important for us, if we’re near the point of needing
to add material, that we send a sample to the lab
before we use it.”
As for the turf course, Bosley said the deep-tining process that began in the spring “has helped
tremendously. The turf drains so much better that
it had been.”
MRC member Konrad Wayson suggested
there be regular communication with veterinarians and horsemen regarding how horses come
back after training and racing, and MRC Executive Director Mike Hopkins said vets and trainers are being asked to report injuries. MJC Acting
President Mike Rogers said such information is
being kept in a database.
MRC Chairman Mike Algeo reiterated the
commission’s concerns about racetrack safety and
said updates on the MJC racing surfaces will be
required on a more regular basis.

Open Enrollment For Health
Plans Now Available
The open enrollment period to apply for or
update health insurance through HealthCare.gov
begins Nov. 1 and runs through Jan. 15, 2022.
Those who do not act by Jan. 15 cannot get
coverage unless they qualify for a special enrollment
period. You must enroll by Dec. 15 of this year for
coverage that would begin Jan. 1, 2022.
Information on the plans and pricing for 2022
are available at the HealthCare.gov website.
Though open enrollment for 2021 has ended,
the federal government said an individual can
still get 2021 health insurance if they qualify for
a special enrollment period due to a “life event”
such as losing other health care coverage, moving,
getting married or having a baby. Coverage is also
available if someone qualifies for Medicaid or the
Children’s Health Insurance Program.

2021 MATCH Series
Wraps Up Soon
The November stakes schedule at Laurel
Park includes two stakes in the Mid-Atlantic
Thoroughbred Championships (MATCH) Series, which will conclude with stakes in all
four divisions Sunday, Dec. 26.
The Filly and Mare
Long—Dirt division
will be represented
Saturday, Nov. 13,
with the 1 1/16-mile
Thirty Eight Go Go
Stakes. The 3-Year-

Olds and Up Long—Dirt division will be represented with the 1 1/8-mile Richard Small
Stakes on Saturday, Nov. 27.
The MATCH Series partners met
in late October to begin preparing for the 2022 series,
which is expected to
have
participation
from more racetracks.
Details will be released as they become
available.

MTHA Preparing For
Annual Toy Drive
The Maryland Thoroughbred Horsemen’s Association is preparing for the annual Christmas toy drive for the benefit of the
children of the backstretch community at Laurel Park and Pimlico
Race Course.
Sign-up sheets for the toy drive will be available Thanksgiving Day, Nov. 25, in the track kitchens at Laurel and Pimlico.
As is the custom, full Thanksgiving dinners (turkey and ham
with all the sides) will be offered for free to the backstretch
community that morning and afternoon. Those wishing to
sign up their children for toys can also contact the MTHA
office. A date for when the toys will be given out will be
announced when it is determined.

Reminder On
Change In
Corticosteroids
Regulation
Effective Nov. 1, the Maryland Racing Commission’s equine drug-testing laboratory will
employ limit of detection—the lowest level a
lab can confidently determine that a substance
is in a sample—for five corticosteroids.
The five corticosteroids are dexamethasone, prednisolone, betamethasone, isoflupredone and triamcinolone. The current 14-day
stand-down period for intra-articular injections
will remain in place under 2019 model rules
approved by the Association of Racing Commissioners International and Racing Medication and Testing Consortium.
The MRC Equine Health, Safety and Welfare Advisory Committee discussed the proposed changes during a Sept. 8 meeting as a
result of several dexamethasone positives and
reports the corticosteroid was being regularly
administered by some veterinarians at 48 hours
before a race at a lower dose rather than the
RMTC-recommended 72-hour withdrawal time
at the regular dose. The MRC approved the
regulation, which went through an emergency
approval process, later in September.
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THANKSGIVING DINNER
The MTHA will continue
the long-standing tradition of
serving Thanksgiving dinners
free of charge on Thursday,
November 25 to all backstretch
workers and their families at
Laurel Park and Pimlico.
Turkey, mashed potatoes
and gravy and all the
trimmings will be served from
8 a.m. to 3 p.m. at Laurel Park
in the track kitchen and from
8 a.m. to noon at Pimlico in
the Snack Room above Barn 8.
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