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Series
Returns
With Local
Flavor

The Mid-Atlantic Thoroughbred Championships (MATCH) Series, which was suspended in 2020 because of COVID-19 restrictions,
will return this year beginning in May under a
two-state schedule put together by horsemen
and racetracks in Maryland and Virginia to
bridge the gap until 2022, when more tracks
are expected to participate.
The series, which will run from May 14 at
Pimlico Race Course through Dec. 26 at Laurel Park, will feature 24 stakes—20 of them
in Maryland and four in at Colonial Downs in
Virginia—valued at $2.75 million. There will
be four divisions, all of them on dirt, and well
over $280,000 in bonus money.
MATCH, which returned to the calendar in
2018 after 16 years on the shelf, had its most
successful year in 2019 when each of the partner tracks agreed to run all divisional events
Continued on Page 3
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Backstretch Pension
Signups Going Virtual
Again in 2021
Virtual sign-ups for the
Maryland Backstretch Pension Plan are again an
option this year because
of ongoing physical-distancing requirements
issued by state government officials because
of COVID-19.
Sign-ups will be
available in April, and the
deadline to sign up is June
1, 2021.
Horsemen employed
in the care of horses on the
backstretch at Laurel Park,
Pimlico Race Course or the
Fair Hill Training Center, including trainers, are eligible
to participate. However, the
eligible employee must have
worked a minimum of 1,000 hours during 2020
and provide documentation to that effect (with a
W-2 or 1099 form, or tax return).
Benefits become available when the employee
reaches the age of 65, or at age 55 with 25 years of
service. More about about the program including
qualifications is available at: https://mdhorsemen.
com/index.php/services/pension-program.
The Maryland Thoroughbred Horsemen’s Association Board of Directors earlier this year continued to affirm its support for the Backstretch
Pension Program when it approved $900,000 in
pension funding for the program.
Eligible participants should follow these steps
to enroll in the program:

Fully complete the registration form by clicking
this online link: http://
mdhorsemen.com/
pension.
If you need assistance filling out this
form in English or
Español, call Diana
Pinones at 410-9026844, Tom LaMarra
at (859) 492-8365 or
Jessica Hammond at
(301) 776-0404.
You must submit
a W2, 1099 or tax return
documenting the earnings you reported on the
registration form. You may
do this by emailing a PDF or a photo of the tax
documents to info@mdhorsemen.com; texting a
photo of the tax documents to (443) 805-1995; or
dropping forms off at the MTHA Racetrack Office
at Laurel. Call the MTHA office at 410-902-6844
with any questions.
You are not enrolled in the program until you
receive confirmation of your successful registration. At this time you will also receive a current
statement if you have been enrolled in the plan
for at least two consecutive years. The following
categories of licensees are not eligible to participate: owners (as opposed to owner/trainers),
security, maintenance, valets, parking, mutuels,
vendors, jockeys, or miscellaneous.

TO REGISTER, ELIGIBLE HORSEMENT SHOULD VISIT:

www.mdhorsemen.com/pension

MTHA
Express
Expands to
Pimlico

Policy To Not Place
Restrictions On Entries
Due to Marriage Endorsed
In light of a controversial rule in New York, the
Maryland Thoroughbred Horsemen’s Association
voted unanimously to express to the Maryland Racing Commission that it doesn’t support any restrictions placed on entries due to marriage.
In late December, jockeys Trevor McCarthy and
Katie Davis, who had been recently married, learned
that under a New York State Gaming Commission
regulation, if they rode in the same race their mounts
would run as a coupled entry for betting purposes
regardless of ownership. The rule has resulted in a
petition that has been signed by thousands of people
who believe it should be revoked.

When McCarthy and Davis rode in Maryland before their marriage and relocation
to New York for the winter meet at Aqueduct Racetrack, they regularly competed
against each other. It wasn’t considered
an issue.
The MRC doesn’t have a rule or
regulation that restricts married jockeys
or trainers from competing against each
other in races. The stewards, however,
can implement such rules at their discretion under
the broader statute that governs horse racing in
Maryland, MRC Executive Director Mike Hopkins

The Maryland Thoroughbred Horsemen’s
Board of Directors has increased the maximum
yearly benefit for trainers and their spouses, effectively immediately.
The program, which assists with medical and
dental expenses, has received $65,000 each year
from the Maryland Thoroughbred Purse Account
as the direction of the MTHA. The amount has not
been fully utilized given the maximum benefit of

$5,000 for trainers and $2,500 for spouses of trainers.
The new yearly maximums are $7,500 for trainers and $5,000 for the spouses of trainers. Eligible
trainers must be currently stabled at Laurel Park or
Pimlico Race Course and may be subject to a minimum requirement of 10 starts in Maryland for at
least one year to the request for assistance, with a
majority of the starts in Maryland during the period.
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Baseball Tickets
Are Here

The Maryland Thoroughbred Horsemen’s Association operates a free shuttle service dubbed the
MTHA EXPRESS, which most recently has been
available on designated days to currently licensed
backstretch employees that work at Laurel Park.
The shuttle takes individuals to places such as supermarkets, local shopping centers, laundromats,
medical appointments and social outings.
The service is available Tuesdays and Thursdays generally in the morning and early afternoon
by appointment at Laurel and will be expanded to
Pimlico Race Course on Wednesdays beginning
April 14. The MTHA is currently
trying to gauge interest, and
further information will
be available soon.
The shuttle is
operated by MTHA
Recreation Director Dan Mangum
(410-802-5798).

Waiver Claim
Reduction
Benefit Trust Limits Increased Supported
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Sign up for O’s or BaySox
ticket raffle by calling Dan
Mangum at (410) 802-5798.

The Maryland Racing Commission, at the urging of the Maryland Thoroughbred Horsemen’s
Association, has begun the regulatory process to
reduce the waiver claim period by 60 days.
The current regulation states that a horse that
has not raced for 180 days can return at a claiming
price equal to or greater than its last start and not
be eligible to be claimed at the option of the trainer
and owner. It is a one-time waiver.
The MTHA Board of Directors in mid-March
voted unanimously to propose a regulatory change
to lower the period from 180 days to 120. The MRC
approved it at its March 25 meeting.
The MRC also unanimously adopted a final
regulation that alters part of the rule in regard to
voided claims. A claim can be voided if a horse is
vanned off the track after a race at the discretion of
the State Veterinarian or if a horse is sent to the Detention Barn and observed to be lame by the State
Veterinarian. The Maryland Jockey Club, under an
emergency rule provision, had already begun the
practice of sending every claimed horse to a specified barn in the stable area for observation by the
State Veterinarian.

MATCH Series, Continued
on one day to create big-event programs and
better define the program. The 2020 schedule
built upon that structure and expanded with
two additional racetracks.
In the fall of 2020, given the lingering
COVID-19 situation and concerns about purse
money and stakes schedules, the MATCH partners agreed to not run the series in 2021 but
most committed to 2022. The Maryland Jockey
Club and Maryland Thoroughbred Horsemen’s
Association, however, expressed interest in
linking some of its stakes to piece together a
2021 series that could bridge the gap to 2022.
“We much appreciate the effort of the
MTHA, MJC and Virginia connections keeping
this series alive,” MJC President Sal Sinatra said.
“COVID-19 forced our Mid-Atlantic partners to
have to skip this year but we all felt it necessary
to sustain the series. While we will miss our partners in 2021, we look forward to support from
their horsemen in these races and look forward
to continue building this tradition next year with
the whole Mid-Atlantic team.
“These races help keep quality horses in
the Mid-Atlantic from having to bang heads
with the graded-stakes caliber horses and have
proven to be extremely competitive and fun
to watch, wager upon and follow through the
series.”
The MTHA Board of Directors in January
approved the use of funds for MATCH bonuses, and not long after a Maryland-only schedule was put together, the Virginia Horsemen’s
Benevolent and Protective Association and Co-

lonial Downs reached out and agreed to offer
a MATCH day in August. Colonial had signed
on for 2020 and was part of the series when it
first ran from 1997-2001.
“We’re happy to join with the Maryland
horsemen in taking a step toward bringing
back the complete MATCH series in 2022,”
said Frank Petramalo, Executive Director of
the Virginia Horsemen’s Benevolent and Protective Association. “We’d love to run some
MATCH races on the grass.”
“The 2021 MATCH Series with Maryland
and Colonial Downs offers an excellent opportunity for horsemen from all over the country
to participate in a complimentary schedule of
quality stakes racing on the dirt,” said Jill Byrne,
Director of Racing for Colonial Downs. “Colonial
Downs has a phenomenal 11/4-mile main track
that we look forward to showcasing through this
collaboration with Maryland racing.”
There will be six races in each of the
four divisions: 3-Year-Olds and Up Sprint—
Dirt; Fillies and Mares, 3-Year-Olds and Up
Sprint—Dirt; 3-Year-Olds and Up Long—Dirt;
and Fillies and Mares, 3-Year-Olds and Up
Long—Dirt. The minimum purse of all stakes
is $100,000.
There will be three days with all four division stakes on the same program: Aug. 23 at
Colonial, Sept. 18 at Laurel Park and Dec. 26 at
Laurel. The July 4 and July 31 programs at Laurel will each have three MATCH Series races.
For the kickoff at Pimlico Race Course, there
will be two stakes on both May 14 and May 15.

2021 CHAMPIONSHIP STAKES SCHEDULE

3-Year-Old & Up Sprint - Dirt

Date
5/15/21
7/4/21
7/31/21
8/23/21
9/18/21
12/26/21

Race
Maryland Sprint Handicap (G3)
Lite The Fuse Stakes
Challedon Stakes
Chesapeake Stakes
De Francis Dash (G3)
Dave's Friend Stakes (Listed)

Date
5/14/21
7/31/21
8/23/21
9/18/21
11/27/21
12/26/21

Race
Pimlico Special (G3)
Deputed Testamony Stakes
Victory Gallop Stakes
Polynesian Stakes
Richard Small Stakes (Listed)
Native Dancer Stakes

Date
5/15/21
6/12/21
7/31/21
8/23/21
9/18/21
12/26/21

Race
Skipat Stakes (Listed)
Shine Again Stakes
Alma North Stakes
Seeking The Pearl Stakes
Weathervane Stakes
Willa On The Move Stakes

Date
5/14/21
7/4/21
8/23/21
9/18/21
11/13/21
12/26/21

Race
Allaire Dupont Stakes (G3)
Caesar's Wish Stakes
Love Sign Stakes
Twixt Stakes
Thirty Eight GoGo Stakes
Carousel Stakes

Purse
$150,000
$100,000
$100,000
$100,000
$200,000
$100,000

Age
3YO & Up
3YO & Up
3YO & Up
3YO & Up
3YO & Up
3YO & Up

Sex

Distance
6 fur.
7 fur.
6 1/2 fur.
6 fur.
6 fur.
6 fur.

3-Year-Old & Up Long - Dirt
Purse
$250,000
$100,000
$100,000
$100,000
$100,000
$100,000

Age
3YO & Up
3YO & Up
3YO & Up
3YO & Up
3YO & Up
3YO & Up

Sex

Distance
1 3/16 mi.
1 1/8 mi.
1 1/16 mi.
1 mi.
1 1/8 mi.
1 1/16 mi.

Surface Track
Dirt
Pimlico
Dirt
Laurel Park
Dirt
Laurel Park
Dirt
Colonial Downs
Dirt
Laurel Park
Dirt
Laurel Park

Surface Track
Dirt
Pimlico
Dirt
Laurel Park
Dirt
Colonial Downs
Dirt
Laurel Park
Dirt
Laurel Park
Dirt
Laurel Park

Fillies and Mares, 3-Year-Old & Up Sprint - Dirt
Purse
$100,000
$100,000
$100,000
$100,000
$100,000
$100,000

Age
3YO & Up
3YO & Up
3YO & Up
3YO & Up
3YO & Up
3YO & Up

Sex
Fillies and Mares
Fillies and Mares
Fillies and Mares
Fillies and Mares
Fillies and Mares
Fillies and Mares

Distance
6 fur.
7 fur.
6 1/2 fur.
7 fur.
6 fur.
6 fur.

Surface Track
Dirt
Pimlico
Dirt
Laurel Park
Dirt
Laurel Park
Dirt
Colonial Downs
Dirt
Laurel Park
Dirt
Laurel Park

Fillies and Mares, 3-Year-Old & Up Long - Dirt
Purse
$150,000
$100,000
$100,000
$100,000
$100,000
$100,000

Age
3YO & Up
3YO & Up
3YO & Up
3YO & Up
3YO & Up
3YO & Up

Sex
Fillies and Mares
Fillies and Mares
Fillies and Mares
Fillies and Mares
Fillies and Mares
Fillies and Mares

Distance
1 1/8 mi.
1 mi.
1 1/16 mi.
1 1/16 mi.
1 1/16 mi.
1 1/8 mi.

Surface Track
Dirt
Pimlico
Dirt
Laurel Park
Dirt
Colonial Downs
Dirt
Laurel Park
Dirt
Laurel Park
Dirt
Laurel Park

Turf Project
Continues At
Laurel Park

An extensive renovation project on the turf
course at Laurel Park is continuing in advance of the
planned return of grass racing in mid- to late April.
Track Superintendent Chris Bosley, who provided an update for horsemen March 29, said the
four inside lanes of the course have been aerated
multiple times. The full six-lane course will be
aerated with slightly thinner tines to get down 12
inches below the surface. The Laurel turf also will
be seeded; the turf course at Pimlico Race Course
already has been seeded and fertilized in advance
of the Preakness meet in May.
“It’s going to take a little while to get it there
and take a while to get it right,” Bosley said.
Steve Koch, The Stronach Group Vice President
of Racing who is based in Maryland, said the aeration at Laurel “is very aggressive,” particularly in the
first four lanes. The fifth and sixth lanes would be
used before the Laurel spring meets ends in early
May, and the inside lanes would have time to recover before racing returns to Laurel in early June.
“We are being kinder to the outside lanes,”
Koch said.
As for the dirt and turf at Pimlico, Bosley said:
“We feel pretty good about it going into the meet”
that begins May 6 and ends May 31.

Free Easter
Breakfast

For Maryland’s Dedicated
Backstretch Employees

Easter Sunday

Laurel & Pimlico Kitchens

UNCLE SAM
IS CALLING
MTHA office will assist Maryland
horsemen with preparing and filing
their state and federal tax returns.

An appointment is required. Contact the
MTHA office at 410-902-6844 to schedule.

MTHA
500 Redland Court, #105
Owings Mills, Maryland 21117
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World-Class Health Services
For A World-Class Workforce

Call 410-902-6844 To Schedule
A Free Appointment
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