Owner Candidate
JAMES W. RASHID
Jim Rashid was born and raised in Hialeah, Fla., across the street from Hialeah Park where his grandfather
worked for Calumet Farm. Horse racing was in his blood.
After serving in the Air Force from 1972-76, Rashid moved to Maryland and started a new career in the specialty
bedding industry, and over the following 40 years was involved with every aspect of the industry, including manufacturing and sales in Asia, Europe and the United States
In January 2020 Rashid sold his bedding business to focus on and be more involved in Maryland racing—his interest goes back to 2007, when
he visited the Bowie Training Center, met the late Eddie Gaudet and discussed entering the business as an owner.
Rashid, who contacted trainer Phil Schoenthal on the suggestion of Gaudet, claimed his first horse in May of that year and subsequently spent
10 years in the claiming business. Over the last three years he has focused on buying yearlings. The first purchase came in 2018: a Marylandbred filly named Gifted Heart, who won her first two races and was second in the first running of Dickie Moore Stakes at Charles Town.
In 2019 Rashid purchased another yearling and a Maryland-bred broodmare who produced a foal this year and is back in foal. In 2020 Rashid
purchased a Maryland-bred yearling colt out of Midshipman.
“The experience and excitement from being at the farm to watching your yearling mature and grow, and then getting her to the racetrack, is a
thrill of a lifetime,” Rashid said. “I hope everyone will have the opportunity to experience it.”
Rashid has a keen interest in improving the environment for owners in Maryland and using resources to cultivate new owners. He called it his
top priority.
“We need to establish better communication between the MTHA board and owners, which in turn will strengthen the future growth for
Maryland racing,” Rashid said. “We must work to unite and represent owners so they have a voice—I would certainly be open to meeting with
any owner or potential owners—and encourage them to bring forward questions, suggestions or concerns. Our owners are one of the major
promoters that can bring in new potential owners.”

Owner Candidate
ELLEN M. CHARLES
Ellen Charles, who has operated a racing stable in Maryland since 2004, has a long history in Maryland racing as
her mother bred and raced Thoroughbreds and her father was a steward at Maryland racetracks for many years.
Charles, who previously has served on the MTHA Board of Directors, owns Hillwood Stable, which breeds and
also purchases Thoroughbreds at auctions. Among her top horses are Cordmaker, Phlash Phelps and Shimmering
Aspen, each of which have earned in excess of $400,000.
Earlier in 2020, Majestic Reason, a mare she owns in partnership with Richard Golden, won the Grade 3 Barbara Fritchie Stakes at Laurel Park.
Charles, who was named MTHA Owner of the Year for 2016, has a broodmare band and supports two of her former racehorses who went on to
stallion careers.
Bandbox, by leading sire Tapit, stands at Northview Stallion Station in Maryland. Bandbox won the $250,000 General George Handicap, a Grade
3 event, at Laurel in 2014 and earned $390,345 in a 15-race career. Bandbox through October was the second-leading stallion in Maryland by
earnings for 2020.
Golden Years, by Not For Love, raced only five times but won three races, including the Maryland Million Nursery and Marylander Stakes for
Charles. He was bred in West Virginia by O’Sullivan Farm, where he stands.
Charles, who grew up in Howard County, Md., has served on many boards, including that of Hillwood Estate, Museum and Gardens in Washington,
D.C. Charles has long advocated for devoting more resources to racehorse aftercare and is a member of the Beyond The Wire Board of Directors.
She was very instrumental in the creation of this program.
Charles said she remains focused on improving the racing product in Maryland and ensuring proper care of racehorses.
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